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ANNCR: 

THE NEUTRON WEAPON -- WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT -- 
HAS BECOME ONE OF THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES OF THE DAY. 
WITH A BACKGROUND REPORT HERE 1S VOA'S JULIAN GORSKI: 

VOICE: 

SLOGANS SEEM TO BE EASIER TO INVENT THAN TO «:ISPEL AND SO 
IT IS WITH THE SO-CALLED "NEUTRON BOMB." THE BOMB, IN THE 
WORDS OF ITS OPPONENTS, "KILLS PEOPLE BUT SAVES PROPERTY." 
THAT'S AN OVERSIMPLIFICATION ON BOTH COUNTS. IT KILLS PEOPLE, 
BUT SO DO BULLETS. IT SAVES PROPERTY IN THAT ITS DESTRUCTIVE 
CAPACITY IS MUCH SMALLER IN AREA THAN MOST NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

THE NEUTRON WEAPON IS NOT AS IT IS COMMONLY CALLED, A 80MB. 
U.S. SECRETARY OF DEFENSE HAROLD BROWN DESCRIBED IT AS "A 
REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING WEAPONS FIRED BY ARTILLERY OR FIRED 
BY SHORT-RANGE MISSILES THAT WOULD BE USED AGAINST MASSIVE 
ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS OF FORCE." THE NEUTRON WEAPON, 

ACCORDING TO MR. BROWN IS A TACTICAL WEAPON FOR DEFENSIVE 
PURPOSES. 

IN MILITARY LANGUAGE, THE DEVICE IS KNOWN AS RB/ER ~- WHICH 
STANDS FOR "REDUCED BLAST/ENHANCED RADIATION." AS PRESIDENT 
CARTER HAS POINTED OUT, IT 1S NOT A NEW WEAPON, BUT ONE THAT 
HAS BEEN DISCUSSED AND HAS BEEN UNDER DEVELOPMENT FOR MORE 
THAN 15 YEARS. HOWEVER, IT WASN'T UNTIL COMPARATIVELY RECENTLY 
THAT THE NEUTRON WEAPON GAINED NOTICE. WHY? BECAUSE THE 
UNITED STATES HAS INDICATED IT MIGHT BE USED IN THE EVENT OF 
A MASSIVE TANK ATTACK BY WARSAW PACK NATIONS IN EUROPE. 

THE SOVIET UNION AND ITS ALLIES HOLD A THREE-TO-ONE NUMERICAL 
SUPERIORITY IN TANKS OVER THE NATO TROOPS. 
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THE NEUTRON WARHEAD, UPON EXPLODING, PENETRATES ARMOR 
WITH LETHAL NEUTRONS, INCREASING THE POSSIBILITY OF KILLING 
CREWS INSIDE TANKS WITHOUT DESTROYING THE TANKS THEMSELVES. 
ACCORDING TO EXPERT MILITARY OPINION, THE AREA AFFECTED BY 
RADIATION WOULD EXTEND TO ONE AND ONE HALF KILOMETERS FROM 
THE POINT OF IMPACT AND THUS WOULD SPARE PEOPLE AND PROPERTY 
OUTSIDE THE IMMEDIATE COMBAT ZONE. 

SPEAKING AT A WASHINGTON NEWS CONFERENCE THE OTHER DAY, 
THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER OF NATO FORCES IN EUROPE, 
GENERAL ALEXANDER HAIG, SAIN THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE NEUTRON 
WARHEAD WOULD BE TO ACT AS A CREDIBLE DETERRENT TO A SUDDEN 
ATTACK, DEPLOYMENT OF THE NEUTRON WEAPON, HE BELIEVES, 
WOULD LESSEN THE RISKS OF SUDMEN ATTACK BY WARSAW PACT NATIONS 
AND REDUCE THE CHANCES OF NUCLEAR WARFARE. THE NATO COMMANDER 
NOTED THAT WHILE MUCH OPPOSITION HAS BEEN RAISED TO THE NEUTRON 
WEAPON, COMPARATIVELY LITTLE IS BEING SAID ABOUT THE SOVIET SS-20 
MISSILE, A MOBILE, WEAPONS SYSTEM WITH MULTIPLE NUCLEAR WARHEADS 
WHICH IS BEING DEPLOYED IN THE WESTERN REACHES OF THE SOVIET UNION 
AND HAS TWO THOUSAND TIMES MORE DEVASTATING POWER THAN THE NEUTRON 
WEAPON, 

U.S. OFFICIALS DO NOT BELIEVE THE NEUTRON WEAPON IS A 
BENIGN OR HARMLESS DEVICE. IT A NUCLEAR WEAPON INTENDED TO 
KILL, BUT THE UNITED STATES FERVENTLY HOPES THAT IT WILL NEVER 
BE USED. 
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